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We have to work together. But the
only way we are going to work to-
gether is if there is some concerted
leadership that says: Hey, we have to
get on to this problem, and not pretend
this problem will kind of go away by
itself.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to set aside the
pending amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3601

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I call up
amendment No. 3601 and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Hawaii [Mr. INOUYE] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 3601.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To provide assistance relating to

assessments and monitoring of waters in

the State of Hawaii)

On page 253, between lines 19 and 20, insert
the following:

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

SEC. 7032. For an additional amount for
“Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment’’, $1,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for assistance relating to assess-
ments and monitoring of waters in the State
of Hawaii; Provided, That the amount pro-
vided under this heading is designated as an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
402 of H. Con. Res. 95 (109th Congress), the
concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 2006.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, this
amendment has been cleared by the
Parliamentarian as being germane. It
has been discussed with the leadership
of the committee.

It provides $1 million to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for assist-
ance relating to assessments and moni-
toring of waters in the State of Hawaii.

As some may be aware, the State of
Hawaii sustained extraordinarily heavy
rains and flooding for more than 40
days and 40 nights, beginning February
20, 2006, devastating many families and
destroying public and private property.

Unfortunately, on March 24, during
this deluge, a Waikiki sewer line rup-
tured, sending more than 48 million
gallons of raw sewage into the Ala Wai
Canal, closing popular beaches in
Waikiki.

The water quality of other beaches
and streams on the Island of Oahu was
severely impacted by the sustained
heavy rains that caused sewer over-
flows and runoff of tremendous
amounts of sediment and pollutants.
Sewer systems are designed to handle
wastewater and very small amounts of
storm water that infiltrates into the
pipe system.
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During the continuous storm event,
excessive amounts of water from the
surrounding area infiltrated into the
pipe, and homeowners discharged
storm water into the sewer system.
High bacterial levels exceeded the rec-
reational water quality standards and
the State Department of Health re-
quired beaches to be closed.

Mr. President, I hope the Senate will
approve this amendment. I urge the
adoption of the proposed amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi is recognized.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I have
been advised that the Senator from Ar-
izona, Mr. McCAIN, wants to speak on
the amendment and is on his way to
the floor to do so. So awaiting his ar-

rival, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendment be set aside.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3673

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I call up
for its immediate consideration amend-
ment No. 3673.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Hawaii [Mr. INOUYE] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 3673.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To increase funds made available

for assessments of critical reservoirs and

dams in the State of Hawaii)

On page 246, line 1, strike <‘$500,000" and all
that follows through 1line 8 and insert
€‘$1,400,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for assistance with assessments of
critical reservoirs and dams in the State of
Hawaii, including the monitoring of dam
structures: Provided, That the amount pro-
vided under this heading is designated as an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
402 of H. Con. Res. 95 (109th Congress), the
concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 2006.”".

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, as I
noted earlier, heavy rains, for more
than 40 days and 40 nights, devastated
many families and destroyed public
and private property in the State of
Hawaii.

On the Island of Kauai, besides the
serious damage to agricultural oper-
ations in these areas, the intensity and
sustained nature of these storms
caused a breach of two important res-
ervoirs. A breach sent water and debris
downstream at about 25 miles per hour
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and tore away homes and blocked off
the north side of the island, hampering
emergency services and assistance. In
addition, floodwaters from the res-
ervoir compromised the downstream
reservoir, which public officials have
now declared unstable and dangerous.
These two reservoirs were built in the
1890s.

As a result of this failure, the only
access to the northern part of the is-
land sustained severe damage to the
roadway, embankments, culverts,
guardrails, and other structures. This
damage was so great that the highway
was shut down for over a week.

The emergency supplemental already
includes $500,000 for the U.S. Geological
Survey’s Hydrologic Networks and
Analysis Program for assistance in
conducting assessments of critical res-
ervoirs and dams.

This amendment asks for an addi-
tional $900,000, which would make it
possible for the evaluation of critical
reservoirs and dams throughout the
State of Hawaii. I urge the adoption of
this proposed amendment. It has been
cleared by the Parliamentarian as
being germane.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in favor of the amendments of-
fered by my colleague, the senior Sen-
ator from Hawaii, DAN INOUYE, to the
fiscal year 2007 supplemental appro-
priations bill, H.R. 4939. I ask that I be
included as a cosponsor of both amend-
ments.

I believe that we, as government
leaders, should continue to provide
whatever forms of assistance are nec-
essary to help the men, women, and
children left devastated by natural dis-
asters such as Hurricane Katrina and
severe flooding that recently marred
the islands of Kauai and Oahu in my
home State of Hawaii. Although the
immediate crises have passed, the long
process of recovery has just begun.
Now, more than ever, we need to sup-
port the efforts of those engaged in the
process of rebuilding their commu-
nities.

I am pleased to see that the Senate
Appropriations Committee has in-
cluded $33.5 million in the emergency
supplemental for disaster assistance in
Kauai and Windward Oahu, and $6 mil-
lion for sugarcane growers in Hawaii
whose crops were destroyed by the
floods earlier this spring. These funds
will provide a great deal of assistance
to the citizens of my home State as
they work to repair the damage to
their homes and businesses.

However, as my colleague eloquently
explained, we need to go further. His
first amendment would provide $1.4
million to assess the security and safe-
ty of critical reservoirs and dams in
Hawaii, including monitoring dam
structures. This funding is crucial be-
cause the failure of Kaloko Dam on
Kauai led to the severe flooding and
loss of life. The other Inouye amend-
ment would provide $1 million for envi-
ronmental monitoring of waters in and
around Hawaii.



